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A Brief Look at the Alavi Foundation 
 
Overview 
 
Formerly the Pahlavi Foundation, the Alavi Foundation is a private, not-for-profit 
organization devoted to the promotion and support of Persian language, literature and 
civilization as well as Islamic studies. Since our inception in 1973, we have been an 
independent charitable organization based in the United States, promoting our goals for 
four decades through financial donations to charitable, philanthropic and civic causes 
supporting educational, cultural, religious and humanitarian programs.  
In 1975, the Foundation undertook the construction of a 36-story office building which 
is presently its sole source of income.   
Our beneficiaries include a wide range of institutions, ranging from the William J. 
Clinton Foundation and Harvard University, to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York City, the American Museum of Natural History, Hartford Seminary, Action Against 
Hunger, and the New York State World Trade Center Relief Fund.  
With every donation, we carefully evaluate the recipient’s need and its ability to fulfill 
the precepts of our core mission, which is now being implemented in nine core program 
areas: 
Grants to Colleges and Universities 
Donations to Persian Schools 
Donations and Loans to Islamic Organizations 
Free Distribution of Islamic Books 
Donations for Disaster Relief funds 
Support for the Arts 
Scholarly Research  
Interfaith Dialogue Conferences  
Student Loans 
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Core Programs - A Closer Look 
 
Grants to Colleges and Universities 
 
More than 32 colleges and universities have benefitted from Alavi Foundation grants 
since our multi-million dollar giving program began in 1984, and includes the University 
of California and ohter prestigious North American institutions as Harvard University, 
McGill University, Rutgers University and the University of Pennsylvania. Grants have 
funded the teaching of the Persian language, as well as the study of Iranian and Islamic 
culture, with a focus on Shi’ite studies. Alavi Foundation grants have been, and continue 
to be, instrumental in building the continuity and quality of such higher educational 
programs.  
 
Donations to Persian Schools 
 
The Iranian-American population is estimated about one million, making the United 
States home to the second largest Iranian community outside of Iran. A primary 
concern of this community is the preservation of their Persian identity through the 
education of their children. To meet this need, which we recognized in 1981, the Alavi 
Foundation has supported more than 30 schools, enabling them to provide weekend 
education in a full range of Persian cultural and educational topics.   
 
Donations and Loans to Islamic Organizations 
 
In 1986, we furthered our support of the Iranian-American community by establishing a 
financial assistance program for Islamic organizations. Today, Alavi Foundation 
contributions have helped found or support more than 40 such centers, which have 
proved to be vital in providing cultural and religious services which would not have 
otherwise existed in their respective communities. These centers, which have been 
founded across the country, are established, managed and patronized by their local 
Muslim communities and form an important connection to their native heritage. 
   
Free Distribution of Islamic Books 
 
The ever-increasing presence of Muslims in the West, and in the United States in 
particular, has made the media, the public, academic institutions, and governmental 
organizations pay more attention to—and occasionally shine a spotlight on—Islam and 
the Muslim world. In keeping with our commitment to foster greater understanding, we 
became engaged in this dialogue beginning in 1981 through our Book Distribution 
Program.  In the intervening years, we have provided complimentary Islamic books to 
individuals, academic Institutions, public libraries, Islamic centers and penitentiaries 
across the country. On average, the Foundation receives over 15,000 requests for 
Islamic literature and distributes more than 20,000 books free of charge every year. 
 



 
 
Donations for Disaster Relief Funds 
 
In 2004 we launched our Disaster Relief Funds to meet the growing need for 
humanitarian aid, both here at home in the United States and across the globe. Alavi 
Foundation funds have brought relief to the victims of the Bam earthquake in Iran 
through Mercy Corps, the victims of the 2006 Tsunami in Indonesia through the William 
J. Clinton Foundation, and to the flood victims of Pakistan in 2010 and 2011, as well as 
the 2010 Haitian earthquake victims, through Action Against Hunger.  Working with 
Afghan Poverty Relief, we have helped the people of Afghanistan obtain clean drinking 
water through donations that helped finance the digging of 30 wells. 
 
We have also supported many 9/11 assistance charities through the New York State 
World Trade Center Relief Fund.  In 2012, Alavi Foundation funds brought relief to the 
victims of the earthquake in Tabriz, Iran through the Child Foundation. The foundation 
also supported the victims of Hurricane Sandy in New York and New Jersey through the 
American Red Cross.  
 
Support for the Arts 
 
The Alavi Foundation initiated the Support for the Arts Program in 1984 to provide 
funds for a variety of artistic pursuits carried out by universities, museums and art 
exhibitors. These projects have made significant contributions to American and Western 
cultures through their introduction of Islamic and Persian arts, handicrafts, and the 
tribal arts of Iran and the Muslim world.  
 
A number of these projects have received critical acclaim and include: the American 
Museum of Natural History’s Traveling the Silk Road Exhibition in New York City, the 
Temple of Understanding for the Sacred Journeys/Sacred Arts, exhibited by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, the Textile Museum’s Persian Carpet 
Exhibition in Washington D.C.  and Sacred Heart University’s Bakhtiari Tribal Art 
Exhibition in Scotland.  
 
Scholarly Research  
 
Also in 1984, the Foundation initiated the Scholarly Research Grant Program to advance 
the cause of Islamic and Iranian studies in North America. Funding has supported both 
translations and original research, including: the translation of Al-Sahifat al-Kamilat Al-
Sajjadiyya (the Fourth Shia Imam’s collection of Prayers and Supplications); the 
translation of Al-Kafi (8-volume collection of Shia Hadith literature), compiled by Abu 
Ja’far Muhammad Ibn Ya’qub Kulayni; Tarikhe Bayhaqi (a  3-volume set of Persian 
classical history), written by Abu’l-Fazl Bayhaqi; Usule Fiqh (Principles of Islamic 
Jurisprudence) written by Allama Muhammad Baqir Sadr; Partovi Az Qurán (A Ray of 



the Qurán- a 6 volume of Qurán commentary) written by Ayatollah Seyyed Mahmoud 
Taleghani, and Al-Mizan Fi Tafsir’Al-Qurán (a selection of volumes from the original 20-
volume commentary on the Qurán) written by Alamah Seyyed Muhammad Husayn 
Tabatabai.    
 
Interfaith Dialogue Conferences   
 
As we navigate the global village and post-9/11 world, our mission has expanded to 
encompass religious harmony and peaceful coexistence and the Alavi Foundation has 
become a crucial supporter of interfaith dialogue. We have sponsored a host of 
conferences to facilitate mutual understanding among the faith communities of the 
world’s religions here in the United States. Joining us in this mission and organizing 
such conferences have been an array of religious institutions such as Temple of 
Understanding, Hartford Seminary and Eastern Mennonite University.  
 
Student Loans 
 
In the past, the Alavi Foundation provided interest-free student loans to undergraduate 
and graduate level students pursuing Bachelor and Professional degrees.  While the 
Student Loan Program is currently inactive, the Foundation continues to support non-
profit organizations that currently offer these services to scholars in need.  
 
 
Current Situation 
 
District Judge Katherine B. Forrest granted summary judgment against the Foundation 
to forfeiture 650 Fifth Ave on September 11, 2013. We are obviously disappointed with 
the district court's decision granting partial summary judgment against the Alavi 
Foundation.  Our lawyers have reviewed the decision and disagree with the court's 
analysis of the facts and the law. The foundation was ready for trial and is disappointed 
that it did not have the opportunity to rebut the government evidence before a jury. 
 
 


