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July 1st, 2014 

 

 

Re: Community Update 

Dear Sisters and Brothers Salaam, 

Ramadhan Mubarak! May we extend our congratulations on this holy month to whole Islamic 

World and pray Allah Almighty to bring peace, happiness and goodness to the Muslim World 

and humanity. 

Once again, we write to provide you with an update regarding the Foundation’s activities 

and the ongoing litigation involving the Alavi Foundation and its properties.  Here are the most 

important and recent updates since the date of our last communication in early May.  

1- Commencement of the Foundation’s appeals of the District Court’s decisions   

On June 6, 2014, the Foundation’s lawyers filed timely notices of appeal to the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit of the lower court’s orders forfeiting the Foundation’s 

substantial interests in properties to the U.S. Government, and ordering turnover of its properties 

to private plaintiffs holding judgments against Iran.  The appellate process is a lengthy one, 

especially with the complicated issues involved in these appeals.  The Foundation’s lawyers have 

informed us that the appellate process could take one year and perhaps longer. Assuming after 

success on appeal, the Court of Appeals will render a decision that corrects the legal errors made 

by the District Court and will return the case to the District Court for consideration and 

ultimately trial of all outstanding factual issues.  The Foundation remains confident that the 

Court of Appeals will correct the legal errors made by the District Court. 

2- Availability of the Foundation’s properties for the communities 

While the appeals are pending, the Foundation has ensured that its properties will 

continue to be available for the Communities to use and enjoy.  As mentioned previously, the 

Foundation secured agreements from the Government and the private plaintiffs that no attempt to 

seize the properties or to prevent access to the properties will  be made until after all appeals are 

concluded.  Our lawyers reached these agreements in advance of the last court conference, and 

these agreements were confirmed by all parties on the record in court on May 2, 2014.   
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       3-   The Foundation’s support for the communities and organizations 

 

         During the appeals, the Foundation’s ability to financially support the Community 

organizations that utilize the Foundation’s properties is limited.  Since September of 2013, the 

Foundation has been prohibited by Court Order from continuing to donate to Community 

organizations in support of their charitable programs and valuable missions.  However, upon 

the Foundation’s request and based on efforts by the Foundation’s lawyers, the Court 

permitted the Foundation to provide funds for necessary safety and maintenance repairs of 

properties owned by the Foundation. Recently, at the Foundation’s request, the District Court 

clarified that funds could be used to pay the gas and electricity bills necessary to maintain safe 

and secure conditions at the properties (see attachment 1).   

     4- The first Conference between the Community Leaders and the Foundation 

In an effort to create a bilateral channel of communication and to bring solidarity among 

our communities, and in response to the communities’ request for a friendly gathering, the 

Foundation created a conference between the community leaders, organizations and schools 

representatives from across the USA and the Foundation’s Board of directors on June 8th. With 

remarkable and outstanding participation, the conference was a great success with appreciable 

achievements which are collectively provided in the “Closing Remarks (see attachment 2) of the 

First Conference between The Community Leaders and The Foundation”.  

We understand difficulties that litigation has caused and thank all Communities for their 

continuing support.  Many of you have asked what can be done to assist the Foundation.  The 

best assistance at this time would be letters of support that can be posted to the Foundation’s 

website and contacting local lawmakers, representatives of Congress, and the United States 

Senate in order to support AF and its interests; which are the same as the interest of the people.  

However, Foundation strongly recommends having organization or community lawyers and or 

AF lawyers engaged in all legal efforts to save the Foundation and its entire assets. 

 

We do hope that the Foundation will one day soon be in a position to resume its financial 

support to all lawful charitable organizations, but until then, we appreciate the Community’s 

understanding and patience during these hardship period.   

 

Regards, 

Board of Directors 

Alavi Foundation 
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Attachment 1 

The Alavi Foundation 

650 5
th
 Ave, New York 

NY 10019 

 

June 17th, 2014 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters Salaam, 

 

We are pleased to inform you and your community members that United States District Court, 

Southern District of New York ordered in favor of the Foundation by allowing us payment of 

necessary safety and maintenance repairs for Alavi owned real properties as well as utility 

charges (Gas and Electric) in order to maintain safe and secure conditions at the properties. 

 

Please send us all your Gas and Electric bills (paid or unpaid) that are dated after May 22
nd

, 

2014. We will present them to the Monitor for payment. 

 

As for your maintenance and repair fees we are asking you to send us two lists. One would be the 

list of “annually recurring services” such as insurance fees. You must include all 2014 paid or 

unpaid statements. 

 

The second list would be regarding maintenance repair of your building. We will have to present 

convincing documents to the Monitor and Government that repairs must be done and to justify 

the cost. We are approaching a method that is acceptable to all parties. However, at this point 

you need to make a list of all repair projects that must be done to keep the building safe and 

secure. Then, repair estimates from two to three different companies must be obtained. We 

appreciate some of the centers that have already done this. We are expecting to hear back from 

the Monitor regarding their repair projects. 

 

Alavi Foundation is committed to provide as much services as allowed by the Court to all centers 

and schools that are located at the Alavi properties.  

 

Best regards 

Board of Directors 

The Alavi Foundation 

CC to: 

1) Al-Hadi School, TX 

2) Islamic Education Center, MD 

3) Islamic Education Center, TX 

4) Islamic Institute of New York, NY 

5) Muslim Community School / Alim Academy, MD 

6) Qoba Foundation, CA 

7) Razi School, NY 
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Attachment 2 

 

Closing Remarks by the participants of the First Conference of Alavi Foundation 

Board of Directors and Leaders of Islamic Centers and Schools 

June 8th, 2014 

 

 

1.    We acknowledge that the Alavi Foundation (AF) is an organization that is fully 

independent of any government, agency, or other establishment.  While AF benefits from the 

opinions and comments of all community members and experts, it is a separate and independent 

organization, subject to the federal and state laws governing New York not -for-profit 

corporations, and will up hold the spirit and letter of its own Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, 

and internal policies, as well as the laws of the United States of America.  AF does not endorse 

or recognize an individual spokesperson; rather, its positions and remarks will be set forth in the 

form of official statements and releases by its Board of Directors. 

 

2.  The representatives of the communities present at this conference acknowledge the 

importance of this dialogue in protecting the interests of all organizations involved.  

Representatives from centers and schools express their appreciation and support for AF in 

creating this bilateral channel of communication in order to strengthen the dialogue between AF 

and the respective organizations. 

 

3. Center and school representatives acknowledge and appreciate the dedication and 

sincerity of AF, its Board, its legal counsel, attorneys, and personnel, in defending the rights of 

AF, and striving to maintain a stable environment for the continuation of AF’s charitable 

activities, including support of the respective organizations. 

 

4. The organizations and their representatives expressed their appreciation and support for 

AF’s 40-year existence, which has been nothing but contributory to various civic, educational 

and religious organizations.  In particular, the organizations recognized AF's financial, cultural 

and literary assistance to the organizations and centers in Americas such as Harvard University, 

McGill University, The American Museum of Natural History, and Philadelphia-Based Interfaith 

Center.  The organizations further recognized and honored AF's involvement in the promotion of 

the understanding of Islam and Persian culture, interest-free student loans to students in need, the 

promotion of interfaith dialogue, and AF's contributions to relief efforts such as Hurricane 

Sandy, among other natural disasters.  Furthermore, the representatives expressed their strong 

desire for AF to continue its mission to serve the community and commit to an improved future 

and consistent growth for the respective centers and schools. 

 

5. The organizations and their representatives and Islamic community leaders expressed 

their firm belief that the efforts of AF have been and continue to be in the interests of protecting 

and preserving its entire assets for use by charities and all organizations share the commitment 
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and hope that all AF properties will remain available for the proper use of the respective 

communities.  In this regard, the representatives urged AF’s legal counsel to put their full efforts 

towards facilitating the return of entire AF’s properties and accounts.  Furthermore, they urged 

AF’s legal counsel to exert all effort in order to pursue the appeal on the case made against AF, 

and to bring forth a resolution wherein a judgment is reversed or dismissed in order to allow AF 

to continue its commitment to its charitable purposes and the communities and organizations it 

supports. 

 

6. While reiterating their full endorsement and support for AF in its efforts to defend its 

rights, and understanding the need for the AF to conduct its own advocacy, the organizations and 

their representatives and Islamic community leaders believe it to be in their interests to 

independently introduce the true story and transparent mission of AF to the public, local 

lawmakers, representatives of Congress, and the United States Senate in order to support AF and 

its interests - interests that are the same as the interest of the American people.  AF strongly 

recommends having organization lawyers and or AF lawyers engaged in all legal efforts to save 

the Foundation and its entire assets. 

 

Names of all participants organizations: 

 

1) Alavi Foundation 

2) Avicenna Farsi School, CA 

3) Hejrat Foundation-Al-NabiMasjed, CA 

4) Islamic Education Center (IEC-Houston), TX 

5) Islamic Institute of Ahlulbayt, CT 

6) Islamic Institute of New York (IINY), NY 

7) Jafaria Association of CT 

8) Qoba Foundation, CA 

9) Razi School, NY 

10) Saba Islamic Center, CA 

11) The Islamic Seminary of NJ, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 


