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April 19
th
, 2014 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Salam; 

 In the last several days, there have been a number of articles in the national news 

regarding the ongoing litigation against the Alavi Foundation.  The press has reported that the 

U.S. Government and all but one of the private plaintiffs who have brought actions against the 

Foundation reached a settlement regarding the disposition of the Foundation's assets forfeited to 

the Government.  The settlement will only be effective; however, if the District Court's 

earlier decisions (September 11
th

, 2013 and March 28
th

, 2014) are affirmed on appeal.    

 The settlement represents the effort by the Government and the private plaintiffs to 

resolve their competing claims to the Foundation's assets.  It does not signal an intention to take 

immediate steps to dispose of the Foundation's properties or displace the organizations that 

reside in those properties. To date, neither the Government nor any private plaintiff has sought 

an immediate sale of the Foundation's properties, and there can be no final disposition of the 

Foundation's assets until after the District Court's decisions against the Foundation have 

been reviewed on appeal. 

 Since September 11
th
, 2013, when the District Court issued an order forfeiting the 

Foundation's ownership in the Building located at 650 Fifth Avenue in New York City, the 

Foundation has been determined to challenge that decision on appeal.  The Foundation also 

intends to appeal the Court's March 28
th
, 2014 decision forfeiting portions of its other properties 
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and granting judgment in favor of the private plaintiffs. Because the District Court has not yet 

entered final judgment as to the claims against the Foundation, however, according to 

Foundation’s lawyer the law does not allow us to begin the appellate process.   The recent 

settlement brings us one important step closer to our appeal. 

 As we have stated previously, the Foundation is an independent non-for-profit 

organization registered in the state of New York and follows its Bylaws and laws of State of 

New York. Foundation has no relationship with any Government and its Board members are 

elected by a voting process based on its Bylaws. 

 Alavi Foundation and its defense team lawyers strongly believe that the District Court 

made serious errors in its rulings against the Foundation and its properties.  We are confident that 

these errors will be corrected on appeal.  We have a right to appeal asking for a fair trial and will 

definitely do so as soon as law permits. On May 2014, our counsel will ask the Court to enter 

final judgment so that we would pursue our appeal and seek to overturn the Court's decisions.  In 

the meantime, the Foundation will continue to do all that it can to ensure that its properties 

remain available for the community to use and enjoy.   

 We understand that the litigation has been long and difficult for the community 

organizations such as mosques and schools that use its properties and which rely on the 

Foundation for financial support.  We ask for your support and patience while the Foundation 

continues to fight this unjust result. 

 

Regards, 

 

Board of Directors 

Alavi Foundation  


