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Introduction
The history of the United States is the history of both one and many peoples.

As

Americans, we are all united in our shared values of liberty, equality, and justice for all. As
individual communities, we are united by our shared experience as immigrants, having come
from all corners of the earth. Hailing from every continent, America is made stronger by the
contributions of the many peoples that have come to call it their own. For the Persian-American
community, The Alavi Foundation stands as the preeminent institution dedicated to furthering
the understanding of Islamic and Persian culture and civilization in the United States, both for
Iranian-Americans and those of other cultural backgrounds.
Since its incorporation as a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) foundation in New York in 1973, the
Alavi Foundation has made its mission to promote charitable and philanthropic causes through
educational, religious, and cultural programs. The Foundation does this by making contributions
to non-for-profit organizations within the United States that support interfaith harmony and
promote Islamic culture and Persian language, literature, and civilization.
To further these goals, The Alavi Foundation offers grants in a wide array of fields and
subject areas, to help celebrate and promote Islamic culture and Persian language, literature,
and civilization. Throughout its history, the Foundation has supported as diverse causes as a
wide variety of educational grant programs, religious and cultural programs, and disaster relief
efforts.
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The cornerstone of the Alavi Foundation’s efforts to further the American public’s access
to educational resources regarding Islamic and Persian culture is its grants to major colleges and
universities, which serve as a cost-effective, long-term means of increasing public awareness of
these subject areas and fostering cross-cultural exchange and understanding. Grants made to
institutions of higher learning are also made with an eye toward establishing tenure-track faculty
positions, which provide a solid base for further development of both Persian and Islamic
studies. These grants are also indispensable to introducing Persian and Islamic culture to
American and visiting international students who may not be of Iranian or Persian background,
fostering cultural literacy and understanding at the highest levels of educated discourse. With
these goals in mind, the Foundation has established a rigorous application process that requires
presentation of a six-year matching funds program, followed up by quarterly and annual
progress reports to the Foundation from grantees. These reports help the Foundation maintain
financial oversight and determine the effectiveness of its grants, as well as provide hard data to
better refine the Foundation’s strategic decision-making for future educational endeavors.
In addition to grants made directly to universities and colleges, the Alavi Foundation has
proudly offered individual assistance to students in the form of interest-free loans provided to
students with Persian ancestry studying in accredited colleges throughout the United States.
Alongside these efforts, the Foundation also endeavors to support the academic research of
Persian and Islamic/Shi’ite studies through grants made in support of scholarly research, with
relevant grant proposals being judged on a case-by-case basis. Similar funding has been made
available in the past to support the arts, with a specific focus on works and exhibitions that shall
further the presence of Islamic and Persian arts in the United States.
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In addition to educational grants made to institutions of higher learning, the Alavi
Foundation is also proud to make significant contributions to weekend Persian schools
throughout the United States. These schools serve to link Iranian-Americans with Persian culture
and language. Similar to the function of weekend schools in other cultural communities – such
as Jewish and Greek schools – weekend Persian schools are essential to maintaining the IranianAmerican community’s Persian heritage, especially among the second- and third-generations.
Similar to university and college grants, organizations applying for funding as weekend Persian
schools must pass a rigorous examination process and meet certain eligibility criteria.
Specifically, Persian school grantees must be non-profit corporations in good standing with their
state and able to provide proof of their tax-exempt status with the IRS. Moreover, Persian
schools receiving grants from the Alavi Foundation must meet the ethical and best-businesspractices standards of the Foundation and maintain a minimum of 15 students enrolled to
receive funds. The Alavi Foundation always reserves its right to audit grant-recipients to ensure
that its requirements are met at all times. In addition to these educational initiatives, the Alavi
Foundation also provides free or at-cost book distribution services to not-for-profit organizations
and qualified individuals in the United States.
As the Alavi Foundation is dedicated to promoting both Persian and Islamic cultures, it
also makes significant grants to Islamic organizations throughout the United States. In providing
these funds, the Foundation offers support to local Muslim communities as they work to fulfill
and satisfy their religious needs and duties.
As a registered 501(c)(3), The Alavi Foundation is governed by a board of trustees that
meets throughout the year to: discuss the management and distribution of the Foundation’s
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funds and investments; review grant, scholarship, and loan applications from numerous
organizations and scholars; and, determine further actions the Foundation may take to further
its mandate of promoting the study of the Persian and Islamic cultures. The Board is guided by a
strict ethical code that places primacy on the public interest, and seeks to employ creative
thinking and an overall tolerant frame of mind to explore new avenues to further organizational
goals. In this regard, individual board members make an effort to keep current with information
and news germane to the activities and aims of the Alavi Foundation. Additionally, board
members are held to a strict code of ethics that requires disclosure of any potential conflicts of
interest, including material facts as to their relationship with any firm, association, or other
entity that seeks to enter into a business relationship with the Foundation; members are also
prohibited from accepting gifts, payments, or loans from both vendors and current and potential
grantees.
As a grant-giving charitable organization, the Alavi Foundation is restricted to making
contributions to non-profit public charities that are likewise tax exempt under IRS law. Most of
the funds available to the organization for making such grants come from rental income from an
office building in Manhattan. The Foundation annually files its 990-PF with both the IRS and the
Charities Bureau Office of the New York Attorney General.
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Universities
One of the most significant funding initiatives by the Alavi Foundation has been the
support of Persian language and cultural studies through grants made to university programs
and classes. Since the 1990s, the Foundation has built relationships with many American and
Canadian universities with the aim of promoting courses, academic programs, and departments
dedicated to the study of Persian language, culture, and civilization. Specifically, the Alavi
Foundation has cooperated with various universities and colleges in matching-funds programs to
provide resources for language courses, the hiring of Persian and Persian-language-trained
scholars as tenure-tracked professors, supporting faculty salaries and compensation, as well as
equipping Persian departments with the most modern and effective technologies necessary to
provide quality instruction to students.
Such academic initiatives have been complemented by the Foundation’s work to provide
low or no-interest loans to Persian-speaking students as well as students pursuing higher
degrees in Persian culture and civilizational studies. Through funding such university courses, the
Alavi Foundation has not only played an invaluable role in supporting the academic study of the
Persian language in North America, but moreover has helped familiarize generations of students
with Persian cultural and religious traditions, knowledge of which is indispensable in an
increasingly globalized and interconnected world.
The concrete impact of Foundation grants on the development and growth of Persian
language programs can be witnessed in the case of Georgia State University. Having started
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their collaboration in 2001, Foundation grants allowed for the introduction of Persian language
courses in the 2004 spring semester and introductory Persian was offered as an elective course
available for students in relevant degree programs. Following the success of this course, the
Alavi Foundation was able to increase their university-matched funding to $8,000, which made it
possible for Georgia State to increase the number of Persian sections offered by the beginning of
the fall semester of the same year. This increase in course offerings was accompanied by a
corresponding increase in student enrollment, which peaked at twenty students that semester.
The investment in Persian language courses continued in 2005, with a $5000 Foundation grant
providing further support. It was in this time period that the Alavi Foundation was able to
establish a regular contribution between $5,000 and $10,000 per semester.

This was

accompanied by an increase in the variety of courses offered, with the University being able to
provide two sections each of beginning and intermediate Persian classes.

Alavi Foundation University
Grantees
Private Institutions
Bard College
Boston University

Public Institutions
Binghamton University
California State University,
Fullerton
Brandeis University
California State University, Los
Angeles
Catholic University
California State University,
Northridge
Columbia University
Carleton University
Drew University
City College of New York
Eastern Mennonite University
Concordia
George Mason University
Georgia State
Hartford Seminary
Hunter College, CUNY
Harvard University
Kutztown University
Harvard University Law School
McGill University
Lake Forest University
Ohio State University
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Sacred Heart University
University of Chicago

Portland State University
Rutgers University
San Diego State University
Temple University
University of Alberta
University of Arizona
University of California,
Table 1: Accredited Colleges and Universities that have received
grants from the Alavi Foundation
Berkeley
University of California, Los
Angeles
University of Florida
University of Maryland
To
guarantee
University of Michigan
University of Southern
grantee
accountability
California
University of Texas, Austin
and to ensure the efficacy
University of Utah
University of Virginia
of Foundation funding,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison
the Alavi Foundation
University of Pennsylvania
Utah State University
regularly
establishes
partnerships with various universities through the implementation of goal-oriented, multi-year
contracts that require fund matching from the university. In addition to the Foundation funding
that allowed expansion of its Persian curriculum, Georgia State University also received a six-year
grant of $18,000 annually to provide for the salaries of instructors and staff involved in Persian
language courses. At the conclusion of this contract in 2009, the university was able to offer four
courses each year in both Persian and classical languages. In a separate collaboration with
Binghamton University, the Alavi Foundation initially agreed to a six-year contract to provide
Persian language classes starting in spring 2006. Beginning with a grant of $5,000 each from the
Foundation and the university, Binghamton’s Persian language courses enrolled 24 students in
multiple sections of Persian courses by the following semester. Having met certain targets and
showing promise for continued advancement and academic interest in Persian studies, the
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University was able to secure increased Alavi Foundation funding for its new initiative toward
incorporating Persian language and cultural studies into its broader selection of academic
offerings. A similar arrangement succeeded in developing Persian studies at Columbia University,
where the university had a nascent course in Persian. Using that course as a starting point, the
Foundation provided a grant of $10,000 in a single semester enabling Columbia to increase its
student capacity for the Persian course. In its 2008 annual report to the Foundation, Columbia
was proud to report that a total of 14 students were continuously enrolled in Persian studies,
constituting a full academic class. Due to continuing support from the Foundation, individual
students progressed through different levels of Persian instruction and, per the 2008 report,
were distributed in four proficiency levels of Persian language study, from beginner to advanced.
The availability of language courses is largely determined by the capacity of universities
and colleges to fund quality faculty members. Consequently, the funding of instructor salaries
has been a priority for Alavi Foundation grants made to academic institutions. As per annual
reports provided by grantee universities, the Alavi Foundation has consistently maintained its
oversight over the specific individuals hired by grantee institutions for the teaching of Persian
language and cultural studies, with an aim to ensuring the optimum integrity, quality, and
efficient use of its funds to developing Persian language studies in American academia. To that
end, Foundation grants have made supremely qualified academic minds available to hundreds of
American and Canadian students desiring to further their academics in Persian studies.
Portland State University is a notable example of a university that was able to establish a
tenure-track faculty position in Persian language and literature after receiving funding from the
Foundation. Under a six-year minimum goal-oriented matching-funds contract, Portland State
9

established three Persian courses per academic year commencing Fall 2005 and continuing
through the duration of the contract, with the additional hiring of a tenure-tracked chair to
provide further support and guidance to Persian instructors and enrolled students. Averaging
$30,000 per year, the Alavi Foundation proudly contributed approximately $200,000 over a sixyear period. Each dollar of the Foundation’s funds was matched with a contribution from
Portland State University. The success of this program became more pronounced by hiring more
track professors by Summer 2005, just over a year into the proposed funding schedule.
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Sample Annual Itemized Budget, Portland State University
Cost-Sharing Plan:

Alavi Foundation

University

Year 1

$32,500

$33,235

Year 2

$32,500

$33,235

Year 3

$33,500

$33,935

Year 4

$34,500

$34,686

Year 5

$35,000

$35,990

Year 6

$36,000

$36,848

TOTAL:

$204,000

$207,929

Personnel

Budget

Revised Budget

Change

11

Staff

$750

$750

0

Summer Salary

0

12000

12000

Student Hourly

6650

2040

-4610

Other Pay

6300

0

-6300

Total Personnel Costs

13700

14790

1090

Fringe Benefits

1218

382

836

15172

254

Total Personnel Costs/Fringe 14918
Benefits
Project Supplies

1000

0

-1000

Research Travel

13284

14828

1544

Phone

598

0

-598

Postage

200

0

-200

Total Other Direct Costs

15082

14828

-254

Total Budget

30000

30000

0

Similarly, Binghamton University was able to hire Majid Mohammedi as a professor of
Persian language in 2006 through grants allocated to it by the Alavi Foundation. Professor
Mohammedi was initially responsible for two Persian courses in the spring semester, which later
increased to three in the following fall semester, as indicated by the University’s annual progress
report to the Foundation. In response to this progress, the Foundation provides an additional
$7,500 towards instructor compensation. Similar progress reports were received from other
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universities, providing concrete evidence of the impact made by Alavi Foundation grants in the
lives of students in higher institutions.
At the University of Virginia, in all three levels of elementary, intermediate and advanced
Persian studies, the University was able to increase its enrollment in Persian courses from 29
students in spring, 2000, to 49 in fall, 2001.

Similarly, at the University of Arizona, the

department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, was able to increase the number of
students enrolled in Persian studies from 5 to 33 students in 2002 alone, focusing on both the
Persian language and Zoroastrian religious traditions. Similar increases in enrollment were
reported at the University of Michigan.
Such grants to support students and faculty are augmented by additional funding from
the Alavi Foundation to provide technologies and updated facilities for Persian language courses
in grantee institutions. The Foundation has taken a particular interest in ensuring that grantee
institutions are provided with the most modern technology necessary to facilitate Persian studies
courses, as well as providing funding to develop program websites, generating a media presence
for such programs and academic resources. One such example is Columbia University, where
Foundation funding was utilized to design and publish a website for their Persian studies
program. The Foundation’s technology contributions have included the use of funding to
provide classrooms with LCD televisions and video projection equipment capable of showing
Persian films, providing audio equipment to allow students to practice listening comprehension
and speaking skills, as well as generally facilitating the use of multimedia and audiovisual
materials essential to language learning and proficiency.
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The Foundation’s contributions to technology resources were more pronounced in the
late 1990s, as the digital information revolution opened new doors for the use of technology as
an aid to classroom instruction. Large amounts of Foundation funding at the time were devoted
to the updating of disk drives and CD-ROM materials. In 1999, both the University of Texas and
University of Virginia utilized a significant portion of Alavi Foundation grants to develop their
technology resources and acquire instructional discs for their classrooms.
Aware of the financial challenges that face many families intending on sending their
children to college, the Alavi Foundation provides low- and interest-free loans to students of
varying backgrounds. Many of these student loans have been provided to help subsidize
students pursuing degrees in classical and modern Persian language studies.

Due to the

intersections of Persian language with other fields, including regional and religious studies, these
loans have also assisted individual students in these fields.
To determine loan eligibility, the Alavi Foundation has required potential candidates to
pass a rigorous examination process to gauge student capabilities. This examination process was
in part developed through cooperation with Hamid Dabbashi, Professor of Iranian Studies and
Comparative Literature at Columbia University in New York, who received a $1,000 grant to
develop an exam for future use by the Alavi Foundation. The Foundation’s capacity to provide
student loans has generated great interest from students in many of the same universities in
which it already funds Persian studies courses and faculty salaries. Notable universities in this
regard are Columbia, the University of Texas at Austin, and the University of Virginia, where
loans to individual students have made a measurable difference in the capacity of these schools
to recruit students for Persian studies programs and courses.
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The Alavi Foundation, in addition to funding courses and academic programs in Persian
linguistic and cultural studies, has also made great strides in advancing the scholarly and
academic study of Persian literature. Since 1998, the Foundation has publicized its interest in
generating and supporting interest in Persian literature studies, and has received an
unprecedented, positive response from various universities interested in pursuing funding for
such research. To meet such a demand, the Foundation has proceeded to develop multi-year
funding plans with the intention of helping various university departments create courses in
Persian literature which, after the conclusion of Foundation funding, will be self-sustaining and
independent of outside financial contributions.

These initiatives, like the Foundation’s

contributions to Persian language courses, have also included the hiring of new instructors and
the provision of educational and technological resources for classrooms. Notably, it is in this
area that the Foundation has also been able to support independent research of experts in
Persian literature, thereby making a significant impact on Persian literature studies in the United
States and – by extension – the English-speaking academic world. Notable contributions in this
regard include, in 2002, the Alavi Foundation’s grant for the composition of a book entitled
Imam ‘Ali, the Paragon of Qur’an, completed in 2004 by Prof. Abdulaziz Sachedina. That same
year, the Foundation provided funding to support the translation of the Tarikh-I-Beyhaghi into
English, and in 2005 Professor Ahmad Iravani of Catholic University in Washington, DC, was
funded to work on an independent project promoting research and teaching on Islam.
The Foundation’s commitment to supporting independent research and scholarly
activities has led the Foundation to participate in what UNESCO designated as ‘The Year of
Rumi,’ in 2007, when it made the announcement to support scholars wishing to undertake
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academic activities related to Rumi, the 13th-century Persian poet. This led to the Foundation’s
support of various courses and seminars related to the life, writings, and philosophy of Rumi, as
well as the organization of conferences with notable scholars on the same topics.

This

commemoration of one of Persia’s greatest poets also led to the Foundation’s financial support
of publications related to Rumi as well as the performance of traditional musical rituals, such as
the sama. This also included interaction with media networks such as NPR and C-NPRN. Such
initiatives not only benefitted professors and independent scholars, but also went toward
support of student projects, which was in keeping with the Alavi Foundation’s long-term goals of
supporting interest in Persian culture and civilization through education.
In addition to courses in Persian literature, the Alavi Foundation has also supported many
courses on Persian history and culture, as well as numerous courses in Islamic studies with a
focus on Shiite Islam. As a supplementary exposure to Persian language and culture, Foundation
grants have also gone toward the support of such cultural activities as film screenings and the
celebration of traditional Persian festivals such as Nowruz and Yalda, along with the promotion
of cultural exhibitions, public talks, and course-related seminars. This comprehensive approach
to furthering the Foundation’s commitment to higher education has proven successful over
many years at promoting a general awareness of Persian and Islamic cultures in American
academia, with a particular emphasis on the diverse cultural, historical, and religious milieu of
Iranian Persian society.
In supporting these various educational initiatives, the Alavi Foundation has also worked
to find innovating and productive ways of teaching the Persian language. Although colleges and
universities are required to submit annual summaries regarding academic progress and status
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while receiving Foundation grants, the Alavi Foundation has also cultivated individual
relationships with faculty and department members, establishing chains of communication to
comprehensively identify and assess common issues and difficulties raised in the classroom
when American students learn the Persian language for the first time.

Accordingly, the

Foundation has sought to perfect the art of teaching Persian to English-speaking students, with
the hope that future generations of American students can benefit from the wealth of
experience shared between the Alavi Foundation and the many professors and instructors that
benefit from its charitable giving. In the past, initiatives of this kind have led to the Foundation
publishing its own software and CD-ROM materials, which in 1999 were distributed to various
grantee programs to receive instructor feedback.
In conclusion, funds-matching has been particularly effective in generating the trust
between the Foundation and grantee organizations that is so necessary for starting collaborative
projects. Funds-matching is also a means of supporting university departments that, though
interested in Persian and Islamic studies, are financially constrained and require outside
assistance either to begin or maintain academic courses and programs in these fields. The Alavi
Foundation’s requirement of matching funds has an amplifying effect on the capacities of both
itself and other institutions, namely universities and colleges, to devote resources to Persian and
Islamic studies. Providing grants with the requirement of matching university funds has thus
proven to be a highly successful method of expanding access to Persian courses and programs in
the United States.
Ultimately, the Alavi Foundation recognizes that the door to understanding and
preserving a culture is the commitment to learning and understanding its language. In this
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regard, Persian language studies throughout North America have received an incalculable
contribution from the charitable grants made by the Alavi Foundation, without which numerous
Persian studies courses, programs, faculty, and department chairs would not have taken place –
not to speak of the hundreds of students whose interest and desire to learn the Persian language
would have gone unfulfilled.
As discussed above, the Alavi Foundation provided funds-matching grants to individual
universities based on the progress shown by their respective Persian and Islamic Studies
programs. The Foundation conducted its due diligence and carefully investigated all grant
documents, proposed courses, and letters of recommendation submitted by the universities.
The Foundation accept funds-matching grant proposals only after carefully considering the
ramifications of each university’s proposed course of action to promote the study of Persian and
Islamic studies. The monumental impact made by the Foundation on the state of Persian studies
in the United States can be attested to through the numerous statements of appreciation it has
received over the years, from grateful faculty and students.

University Highlight: Catholic University
In the case of Catholic University in Washington, DC, a primary function of grants
provided by the Alavi Foundation was to facilitate the hiring of faculty experts, especially Iranian
scholars, qualified to teach courses on Islamic culture and law. Since 2002, such grants have
allowed Catholic University to hire Dr. Ahmad Iravani, current president of its Center for the
Study of Islam and the Middle East (CSIME). This ability to recruit new, specialist faculty
members made an immediate impact on the capacity of the university to offer courses in Islamic
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studies, tangibly demonstrating the efficacy of Alavi Foundation grants in improving the quality
and diversity of coursework available to Catholic University students. Altogether, $100,000 have
been made available to the university in the last decade and a half for the hiring of faculty and
developing an Islamic studies program tailored to the university’s particular needs and goals.
This grant was also useful in providing funds to bring visiting scholars to teach on selected topics,
as well as updating facilities and technology utilized in such courses.
Furthermore, grants from the Alavi Foundation to Catholic University were not limited to
supporting university courses and faculty salaries, but also included research project grants
dedicated to topics in Islamic studies in excess of $75,000, paid in multiple installments to the
university. In 2004, further grants to the amount of $75,000 were provided in support of the
university’s Center for the Study of Culture and Values (CSCV), providing invaluable resources for
its work in the fields of Islamic and Persian studies. Such contributions have facilitated the
growth and enduring presence of Islamic studies research and instruction at one of America’s
most prestigious universities.
Alavi Foundation grants were also noteworthy in helping facilitate the interfaith
discussions that are so crucial to diminishing interreligious conflict and furthering mutual
understanding. With grant funding, Catholic University was able to hold several interfaith
conferences presided over by the head of the university. Foundation grants also supported
conferences that facilitated dialogue among Muslim scholars and intellectuals, including visiting
professors from other institutions. Grant funding also enabled faculty participation in larger
conferences beyond Catholic University, facilitating the emergence of institutional connections
between the University and other educational bodies in the Persian/Muslim world. Notable
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conferences facilitated by funding from the Alavi Foundation include Catholic University’s
conference on Islam and the Political Order1, as well as faculty participation in neighboring
American University’s Ibn Khaldun Conference of 2004, which concerned itself more broadly
with the historiography of Islam. The most prominent of these conferences was Catholic
University’s participation in a scholarly seminar hosted by the Interest Section of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, with approximately 200 cooperating Iranian and American intellectuals in
attendance.

As university officials attested in correspondence with the Foundation, their

participation in such scholarly gatherings and the development of institutional connections
facilitated thereby would not have been possible without the support of Alavi Foundation grants.
Foundation grants to Catholic University have also worked to foster interfaith
understanding and operate in support of both Catholic and secular initiatives toward world
peace. In 2004, The Alavi Foundation was able to have a positive political impact in improving
relations between Iran and the United States by providing Catholic University grants to
participate in events coordinated by the Council of Iranian-American Islamic Relations. Similarly,
partnership and cooperation with the Alavi Foundation assisted the Catholic University in its
participation in intra-Catholic dialogues under John Paul II, which paved the way for further
reconciliation and interfaith dialogue between Catholic and Islamic authorities, furthering the
Foundation’s goals of serving the public interest and promoting cultural and intellectual
exchange and understanding
Though The Alavi Foundation started its cooperation with Catholic University in 2002,
there remains an interest and urgent need for more funding and support to increase the
1

See Appendix 2 for conference program.
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University’s faculty and scholarly resources in Islamic and Iranian cultural studies. Catholic
University in particular is in need of future Foundation grants that would not only support more
tenure-track faculty positions, but also for the purposes of establishing a director-level Chair of
Islamic Studies, a request typical of many universities that have received Alavi Foundation grants
in the past.

Should future funds from the Foundation become available, the University

expressed interest in implementing a six-year plan to expand its Islamic studies programs by
hiring scholars capable of developing connections with major Islamic universities throughout the
world. These connections can then serve as the basis for future interfaith conferences and
facilitate the acquisition of future faculty members. Furthermore, and in addition to supporting
scholarly publications from current faculty members, continued funding would assist the
University in offering additional courses on Islamic law along with a general introductory course
on Islam.
The successes of Catholic University’s growing investment in Islamic and Persian studies
demonstrate the potential for Alavi Foundation grants to fulfill the desire of a great many
American academic institutions to develop curricula and implement courses that educate their
students on such timely issues as Islamic and Persian religious and cultural history. Moreover,
the impact of Foundation grants devoted to academic conferences and facilitating scholarly
exchanges has proven the capacity of the Alavi Foundation to concretely promote greater
interfaith and cross-cultural exchanges, with the hope of creating a more peaceful world with
greater mutual understanding and respect.
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Civic Institutions and Charitable Works
The Alavi Foundation’s commitment to supporting Islamic and Persian cultural centers is
crucial to the long-term support and flourishing of Persian and Islamic culture in the United
States, as well as the capacity of these communities to reach out to the broader American public
and foster the interpersonal and communal connections that comprise a pluralistic society. The
diversity of American culture is most clearly reflected in the various civic institutions that emerge
from its various ethnic communities. The presence of religious and cultural institutions is a
concrete reminder of our nation’s robust and multifaceted civil society, itself a bedrock of our
democracy and our continued success. For the Persian and Islamic communities, mosques and
Islamic centers are the most significant institutions that demonstrate their presence in the
broader cultural landscape of the United States.
The Alavi Foundation has been an indispensable support to the development and growth
of Islamic centers established and used by local Muslim communities throughout the United
States, and it is through funding such institutions that the Foundation continues to support
Muslim communities around the United States. It has specifically endeavored to facilitate and
serve these communities’ needs for Islamic centers to be used as places of prayer, community
gatherings, and religious education. Its grant-based support has led to construction of new
Islamic centers and mosques, as well as the repair and maintenance of existing buildings and
funds devoted to regular operational expenses, among other need-based projects and initiatives.
The Foundation has established, maintains, and operates separate funds for specific purposes: a
mosque/school construction fund, a mosque/school renovation fund, a book distribution fund
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and other special funds deemed necessary to attain the goals and objectives of the Foundation.
Specifically, the Alavi Foundation has considerably endeavored and provided continuous
patronage in supporting programs that are held by Muslim communities around the country
including:
-

Programs and institution that preserve, promote, and generate public awareness of
Iranian culture and the Persian (Farsi) language, as well as assisting such centers
financially and educationally.

-

Programs and institutions that enable community centers to present Persian culture,
language, and traditions to Iranian children and teenagers to maintain the Iranian
culture and heritage.

-

Educational courses that are important to supporting excellence in education in an
Islamic environment, including weekend courses at Persian and Islamic schools.

-

Support for various cultural festivities such as Nowruz, held to provide the community
with the means to preserve and strengthen the cultural ties of younger generations
to their Persian heritage.

-

Holding cultural summer camps that present opportunities, especially for PersianAmerican youth, to become familiar with the rich Persian cultural heritage, and be
exposed to literatures and poetry from famous figures of Persian history; select
initiatives also support the incorporation of non-Persian-speaking families and youth.

In addition to programs that focus on Persian culture and heritage, the Alavi Foundation
also has a commitment to the promotion of Islamic culture generally, which includes support of:
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-

Plans and programs that support diverse, multilingual, multicultural and educated
communities with of various national backgrounds rooted in the greater Islamic
world.

-

Regular weekly programs and courses teaching Persian, English, Urdu and Arabic.

-

Operation of Sunday school organizations – pre-K through 12th grade – that focus on
Islamic topics, along with Islamic youth conferences, events, and Persian language
classes specifically related to Islamic educational and cultural settings.

-

Programs that address the multicultural needs of the highly diverse and populous
Muslim American community.

-

Community camping trips.

In connection to its educational initiatives within the Islamic community, the Foundation
has also developed networks and support infrastructure for parents to communicate and
coordinate with one another regarding the particular challenges faced by American Muslim
families seeking to provide an authentically Islamic religious education for their children. This
has in turn led to the emergence of programs that assist in sharing the responsibility of providing
religious education and coordination on various major topics in Islamic education.
One exemplar program provides assistance in Qur’an recitation, memorization, and
interpretation classes for children and youth, with an emphasis on inculcating knowledge of the
text’s traditional modes of recitation and students’ knowledge of basic translations and
meanings of key verses. This program is complemented by the coordination of community
resources to teach the Arabic language, including lessons on its alphabet, pronunciation, and
vocabulary as particularly relevant to Qur’anic studies.
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Finally, the Alavi Foundation has been proud to support community initiatives that teach
students various other disciplines of Islamic thought - including history, law, and ethics - rooted
in the teachings and traditions of the Prophet and the Imams. These initiatives benefit from the
Foundation’s support of institutions that invite religious scholars and leaders as guest speakers
to meet and lecture, either individually or through the forum of Islamic religious conferences and
general assembly meetings. Most crucially, as the Muslim-American community increases in size
and becomes ever more prominent in America’s cultural landscape, the Alavi Foundation’s
community initiatives have worked to support open discussions where students, particularly
teenagers, are encouraged to share their experiences and speak with one another and their
teachers regarding the difficulties and particular circumstances they face both within their
community and in relation to the broader public.
This support for America’s Muslim community has of course included the Alavi
Foundation’s commitment to supporting the core religious practices and traditions. This has
included, among other things, the Foundation’s support for Islamic ceremonies such as meal and
festivities surrounding the holy month of Ramadan, the Eid festivals, commemorations and
speeches the month of Muharram, as well as daily, weekly, and special programs, including the
Friday prayers.

Moreover, the Alavi Foundation has been instrumental in facilitating the

purchase and upkeep of cemeteries and burial plots for Muslims and various Islamic societies,
the costs of which are proving substantial, not just for Islamic institutions but also for all religious
institutions generally throughout the United States.
These educational and religious initiatives have culminated in the Foundation’s support
for programs that educate religious teachers, providing dual qualification in both traditional
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Islamic juridical and theological training (howzeh) and higher education in American academic
disciplines. This wide breadth of learning, in two distinct academic traditions, is desirable to
better equip Muslim religious leaders with the intellectual and cultural tools to communicate
with and address the unique situation of Muslim American communities in the 21st century.
Such efforts have also coincided with the distribution of printed materials related to
Islamic thought, history, culture, and religious belief.

Such initiative have helped grantee

institutions become centers for disseminating Islamic and cultural materials, including those
published and made available specifically by the Alavi Foundation. This vested interest in the
promotion and preservation of the Islamic intellectual and cultural heritage among America’s
Muslim communities has also led to the Foundation’s development and expansion of Islamic
libraries, for the benefit of Muslims as well as the general public. This has also included support
for community publications and newsletters that reach families and serve to connect people
with their co-religionists throughout the United States.
The Alavi Foundation’s support in the form of donations and loans is vital in facilitating
ritual and educational activities, in line with the Foundation’s stated mission to promote
charitable and philanthropic causes through educational, religious and cultural programs. It is
also important to note that the Alavi Foundation has been constantly engaged in the
development and improvement of pre-existing and community-founded Islamic centers and
institutions. In other words, continuous support from the Foundation not only serves the US
Muslim communities with their present needs, but also anticipates future needs and requests,
adjusting grant and loan commitments accordingly. As a long-term means of development, the
Foundation has also dedicated a significant portion of its grant contributions to the purchase of
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property and construction projects, with the aim of expanding the facilities available to local
Muslim and Persian cultural communities. This pro-active development strategy has enabled
communities to acquire their own independent facilities that will be useful for decades to come,
with such projects usually resulting in the construction of new, multipurpose religious and
community centers that serve as both mosques and schools. These efforts have also been
complemented by the Alavi Foundation’s support of annual book distributions, which coordinate
with the efforts of local communities to spread awareness about Islamic and Persian cultural
values and practices to the general public.
Just as with grants made to universities, the Foundation’s partnerships with religious and
community institutions are always goal-oriented and subject to oversight. With consistent
success and efficient use of Foundation grants, grantees are able to secure larger and diverse
contributions for additional internal projects and outreach initiatives. One example of this can
be found in the Foundation’s contributions to Ahlulbayt Mosque in Brooklyn, NY, a collaboration
that began in 2006. Following an initial successful Alavi Foundation grant of $5,000 put toward
mosque construction, the mosque secured further grant funds and succeeded in increasing
mosque capacity through the renovation of the building’s heating and cooling systems.
The Alavi Foundation has also assisted its grantee institutions in times of crisis when
unexpected events required emergency funding. Such was the case in 2008, when the Ahlulbayt
Mosque – at that point two years into its collaboration with the Foundation – suffered a major
flood that affected not only its basement, but also destroyed nearly the entire first floor of the
mosque, including areas designated for daily individual and communal prayers.

The Alavi

Foundation was able to send immediate assistance in the amount of $10,000.00, with which
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Ahlulbayt Mosque was able to repair and recover from flood damage, and continue its programs
of service to the local Muslim community. These contributions continued in 2011 when the
mosque underwent the repairs and renovations necessary to support a growing congregation.
The Alavi Foundation provided grants to cover the half-million dollar cost of these repairs, the
expenses associated with the mosque’s expanded religious programs, utility and transportation
expenses, office stationary, and the salaries of Ahlulbayt Mosque caretakers. Moreover, a
portion of this large grant went toward the purchase of copies of the Holy Quran and other
religious materials, support for programs to feed the hungry, interfaith and multicultural
programs, financial aid, and education assistance for the local community and mosque. This
grant continued through 2013 in the amount of $70,000 for the following two years. As a result
of their collaboration with the Alavi Foundation, the Ahlulbayt Mosque has secured its place as
one of the New York metropolitan area’s preeminent Islamic religious institutions.

Mosque Highlight: The Islamic Education Center
Maryland’s Islamic Education Center (IEC) has also proven itself to be a major grantee
partner in the Alavi Foundation’s work to support local Muslim community centers and mosques.
Founded in 1998 as a not-for-profit institution, The Islamic Education Center is a registered
religious organization intended to serve the immigrant Muslim community in Potomac, Maryland
and the surrounding Washington metropolitan area. The IEC occupies a property bought by the
local Muslim community that had, since 1981, housed another non-profit institution trusted to
and run directly by the Alavi Foundation. The IEC promotes social and religious unity, and invites
all community members to take an active role in the development of the society in which they
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reside. Hujatuleslam Haj Sheikh Ahmad Bahraini is the Resident ‘alim (Imam) and Religious
Director of IEC.
The IEC’s primary mission is to promote Islam and support Muslim families through
cultural and faith-based initiatives. Accordingly, the center primarily focuses its charitable and
community work on educational projects, including the teaching of classes on various traditional
Islamic subjects, children’s weekend schools, as well as hosting public educational and cultural
meetings. Through Alavi Foundation support, the IEC was also able to establish an accredited,
full-time school – the Muslim Community School (MCS) which serves K-12 students on the same
IEC property. In this regard, the IEC has partnered with other local Islamic schools, including the
Muslim Community School and Islamic Sunday School. On a cultural level, the IEC’s educational
program has also benefitted from its Saturday Farsi School, which maintains a regular enrollment
of 120 students. The center holds further Islamic activities to promote unity and to serve the
needs of community members and the community at large. It provides daily, weekly, monthly
and annual services to the community of Muslim families. These activities are run through the
support of community members and volunteers who provide financial assistance and in-kind
donations, with significant contributions coming from the Alavi Foundation.
Every year, the Islamic Education Center in Maryland supplements its regular religious
and educational operations with a series of cultural and educational initiatives directed toward
Muslim youth and families, which include book and magazine distribution, establishing and
conducting extracurricular courses on various subjects relevant to the IEC mission, and lectures
and educational seminars by talented scholars qualified to teach and discuss Islamic theology,
history, philosophy, and ethics. The book distribution program has proven highly successful, and
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the Islamic Education Center distributes hundreds of volumes every month, free of charge, to
various individuals and organizations requesting information on Islamic beliefs and Muslim
history, practices, and culture. In addition, the center has provided religious services such as
marriage, divorce, and family counseling according to the norms of the Islamic tradition, as well
as supporting the annual pilgrimage of American Muslims from various parts of the country to
the holy cities of Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia.
All of these outreach projects depend on Alavi Foundation funding, which represents a
major portion of IEC funding, without which IEC is not able to consistently fulfill its program goals
and activities. With the help of the Foundation, IEC also engaged in and completed many
construction and renovation projects, through which the IEC has been enabled to cater to the
particular needs of the local Muslim community. Such Alavi Foundation-supported renovation
and construction projects have directly impacted the IEC’s capacity to serve the community in
the following ways:
-

Promoting high standards of ethics and morality through faith-based education,
which is facilitated through the institution of regular congregational prayers, classes,
lectures, workshops and community events. Some of these programs are specifically
targeted towards teenagers and youth.

-

Capacity to host regular religious services on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and
observe multiple religious and cultural events and occasions throughout the year.

-

During the fasting month of Ramadan, construction and renovation projects have
enabled the IEC to host an average of 1,000 worshipers every night who come to the
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center to break their fast and attend the prayer and nightly religious services. On
certain nights of Ramadan, services are attended by nearly 2,000 people.
-

In cooperation with Montgomery County of Maryland and Mobile Medical Care, the
IEC has provided space for a health clinic since 2007 which serves the uninsured and
under-insured residents of the county and surrounding areas. The presidents of local
hospitals, county officials, County Executive Isiah Leggett, and county council
members attended the grand opening of this Clinic. In its three years of operation,
this Clinic has served thousands of indigent patients without regard to their color,
creed, or ability to pay.

This commitment to the betterment of society as a whole has also prompted the Islamic
Education Center to participate in interfaith dialogues and initiatives aimed at promoting
understanding and peaceful coexistence with peoples of different cultures and faiths.
Accordingly, the IEC works very closely with the Global Justice and Reconciliation Center and
Abrahamic Roundtable of the National Cathedral in a continuous interfaith dialogue. The IEC’s
Resident Scholar also has the privilege of working with Rev. Canon John Peterson and Bishop
John Bryson Chane, both of whom have visited the center on numerous special occasions and for
regularly scheduled meetings.
For nearly two decades, IEC has relied on the annual contributions of the Alavi
Foundation to meet its financial obligations, with funding especially put toward its book
distribution program. Additionally, the IEC’s five-acre facilities have benefitted substantially
from Alavi Foundation grants, which provide a great supplement for significant operational
expenses as well as the costs of insurance, planting and beautification, repairs, and security
31

systems. Since 1995, such contributions not only led the IEC to fulfill its organizational and
outreach goals, but have also allowed the center to increase its capacity and quality of service to
its local Maryland community.
Notably, the expansion of the center’s functionality has made a long-term impact on the
capacity of IEC to serve a larger geographic area, and as such it has become a significant
institution for Muslim Americans in the greater DC metropolitan area, a testament to the
influence and impact of Alavi Foundation donations and supports in improving the quality and
integrity of educational, cultural and religious services. Altogether, more than $1,000,000 has
been made available to the center in the last two decades, half of which has been for purposes
of maintaining and repairing the building on various occasions in order to secure a consistent
standard of quality in center operations.
Foundation grants were also used to cover the Persian school expenses, as well as to
celebrate Persian New Year (Nowruz), which was beneficial in furthering the Foundation’s goals
of promoting Persian culture and language.

A more detailed sample of grant allocation,

including donations to Ahlulbayt Mosque and the IEC, can be found in Appendix 1.
The Alavi Foundation takes great pride in supporting and promoting charitable and
philanthropic causes. Its commitment to supporting Muslim and Persian communities in the US
includes, but certainly is not limited to, donations and loans for purchasing properties,
constructing new religious and educational centers, remodeling, maintaining and repairing
existing structures, and offering assistance for the educational, social, physical, economic and
religious welfare of all grantee institutions and communities. This has led to the promotion of
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unity, tolerance and goodwill not only among the Muslims in the United States but among all
segments of society and across communities.
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Conclusion
As has been demonstrated, the Alavi Foundation has long been at the intersection of
several currents of American life. It has proven invaluable in its support of academic institutions,
through its generous funding of Persian studies courses, programs, faculty, and independent
research. In this area, the Foundation is peerless in terms of its support for the study of Persian
language, literature, culture, and history in American academia. The Alavi Foundation has been
no less crucial to the development and support of Islamic and Persian cultural centers. As these
cultural centers are the bedrock of the Islamic community in the United States, the Foundation
understands that such contributions help guarantee the long-term civic viability and flourishing
of American Muslims in their capacity to conduct cultural and religious functions, and their
provision of educational access to both community members and the general public. Over its
nearly half-century history, the Alavi Foundation has generously and concretely demonstrated a
vision toward establishing new cultural and religious institutions to promote and facilitate
cultural and religious programs. In doing so, it has not only contributed to the construction of
places of worship, but moreover has created spaces that gather communities together and
increase popular awareness and education regarding Islamic culture, traditions, and history. This
has established a strong brotherhood and camaraderie among the communities spread around
the country. The charitable history of the Alavi Foundation has demonstrated beyond a doubt
that it holds a unique and important place in the greater civil fabric of the United States, to
which it contributes wholeheartedly and consistently.
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Appendix 1: Sample of Grants to Religious and Community Organizations
Institution

Date

Ahle Bait Foundation, Inc.

10/16/2009

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

1/6/
2006

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

11/17/2006

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

06/27/2007

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

9/12/
2007

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.
Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.
Ahlulbayt Mosque, Inc.

10/2/
2008
1/20/
2011

9/20/
2011

7/12/
2012
6/28/
2013

Description
Donation for construction of
a new Islamic center)
Partial payment for
construction at Ahlulbayt
Mosque
Donation to subsidize steam
boiler replacement
First installment of
$66,000.00 donation for
Ahlulbayt Mosque’s
renovation project
Second installment of
$66,000.00 donation for
renovation project
Repairs for flood damage to
basement

Amount
$10,000.00
$5,000.00
$10,000.00

$10,000.00

$55,000.00
$10,000.00

Mosque repair

$50,000.00

Building maintenance and
furniture; community
religious program expenses;
utility and transportation
expenses, stationary, salary
for mosque caretakers, Holy
Books: Quran and
Supplication, feeding
programs, interfaith and
multicultural programs;
financial aid, education
assistant, help program,
religious material for the
community and the
mosque.

$50,000.00

2012 annual expenses

$25,000.00

Not specified

$60,000.00
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Al-Hadi School
Alabama Islamic Education
Center of Fatemeh Zahra,
Inc.
Al-Mahdi Benevolent
Foundation (AZ)
Al-Mahdi Foundation (NY)
Al-Mahdi Islamic Center
(Nashville, TN)
Al-Mahdi Islamic Center
(Nashville, TN)
Al-Rasool Center (Salt Lake
City, UT)
Al-Rasool Center (Salt Lake
City, UT)
Al-Zaharah Islamic Education
Center
Al-Zahra Islamic Center
(Nashville, TN)
Al-Zahra Islamic Center
(Nashville, TN)
American Moslem
Foundation (Lake Wood,
WA)
Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)
Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)
Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)

11/13/2002

Clinic and Lab equipment

$125,000.00
$300,000.00 loan
$300,000.00 grant
donation
$225,000.00 loan
$225,000.00 grant

5/1/
2003

Purchase and construction
of a new community center

6/14/
2002
9/26/
2005

Purchase of a community
center
Purchase and renovation of
rented property

10/17/2001

Purchasing Facilities

11/13/2002

Additional Help

9/11/
2000

Purchase of a property to be
used as mosque, school,
and religious center

$50,000.00

11/13/2002

Renovations

$50,000.00

11/14/2001

Mortgage payment

$40,000.00

10/12/2001

Not specified

$25,000.00

n/a

Not specified

$10,000.00

11/28/2005

Not specified

$100,000.00

5/31/
1996
10/3/
1997
5/29/
1998

Insurance Premium,
Houston Property
Al Hadi School construction
and remodeling

$50,000.00
$80,000.00
loan $80,000.00 grant
$30,000.00 loan
$30,000.00 grant

$11,475.00
$120,000.00

Book distribution project

$17,000.00

Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)

8/25/
1998

Social Community center,
Phase II of Al Hadi school
construction

$100,000.00 grant
$200,000.00 loan

Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)

4/10/
2001

IEC second floor
construction

$150,000.00 grant
$43,000.00 additional
donation

Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)
Anjuman-e- Haideri ( IEC of
Houston, TX)
Aramgah Memorial Garden

7/23/
2004
12/7/
2004
11/28/2000

Repair work

$15,000.00

Book distribution program

$17,000.00

Purchase of 2,500 grave

$100,000.00
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Foundation
Az-Zahra Center (Kansas City,
KS)
Az-Zehra Muslim Women's
Organization of North
America

sites
6/8/
2006

Purchase of new center

$250,000.00

11/13/2002

Purchase of property

$350,000.00 grant
$350,000.00 loan

Bab-ul-Ilm Islamic Center

10/29/2002

Mortgage and loan
payments

$300,000.00

City of Knowledge School

2/26/
2001

School operations

$3,000.00

City of Knowledge School

2/17/
2001

Construction and
development of
multipurpose room

$117,500.00 grant
$117,500.00 loan

City of Knowledge School

5/3/
2001

Construction

$25,000.00

11/13/2002

Bathroom renovations and
purchase of a chemical
hood for science lab

$20,000.00

Additional funding

$30,000.00

City of Knowledge School
City of Knowledge School
City of Knowledge School
City of Knowledge School
Idara-e-Jaferia, Inc.
Idara-e-Jaferia, Inc.
Idara-e-Jaferia, Inc
Imam Al-Khoei Islamic Center
Imam Al-Khoei Islamic Center
Imamia Organization of
Pittsburgh
Irshad Learning Center
Irshad Learning Center
Islamic Ahlul Bayt Association
of The Triangle

8/28/
2003
7/15/
2005
5/3/
2006
6/14/
2002
5/1/
2003
3/3/
2004
11/3/
2009
1/15/
2002

Donation toward school
loans
School remodeling and
repairs

$30,000.00
$50,000.00

Construction cost

$50,000.00 grant
$50,000.00 Loan

Center extension project

$300,000.00 Loan

Released donation hold

$200,000.00

Contribution toward budget
deficit

$5,000.00

Construction project

$100,000.00

10/17/2001

Construction of the center

3/14/
2008
4/3/
2008
6/12/
2001

Purchase of a center and
construction

$50,000.00 grant
$50,000.00
loan
$363,000.00 grant
$300,000.00 loan

Repairs and renovation

$87,000.00

Property construction

$50,000.00 grant
$50,000.00 loan
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Islamic Ahlulbait Association
( Philadelphia, PA )
Islamic Center of Portland
(Portland, OR)

9/8/
1999

Property purchase

$80,000.00

11/27/2000

Mortgage payment

$65,000.00 grant
$70,000.00 Loan

12/19/2005

Construction loan w/
$50,000.00 Donation for
repairs and renovation

$1,225,000.00

Not specified

$300,000.00

Annual contribution

$240,000.00

Annual book distribution
program

$17,000.00

Replaced fire alarm system

$20,000.00

School extension and sport
facilities

$60,000.00

Contractor payments

$30,000.00

Cultural programs

$60,000.00

General IEC Expenditures

$30,000.00

Book Distribution

$45,000.00

Construction and repairs

$260,000.00

Book Distribution

$6,000.00

Necessary repairs

$15,000.00

Construction and repair of
auditorium hallway

$21,000.00

10/19/2006

Security system installation

$50,000.00

4/2/
2007

General donation

$3,000.00

Islamic Education Center
(MD)

4/9/
2007

Tree removal

$16,000.00

Islamic Education Center
(MD)

6/27/
2007

Security camera system

$66,000.00

Islamic Education Center
(San Diego, CA)
Islamic Education Center of
Tampa (Tampa, FL)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education
Center(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)

8/30/
1999
8/25/
1995
12/11/1995
6/11/
1998
6/29/
1998
5/18/
2000
5/22/
2002
3/28/
2002
8/25/
2005
8/25/
2005
9/12/
2005
9/27/
2005
9/18/
2006
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Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education Center
(MD)
Islamic Education
Center(MD)
Islamic Foundation of San
Antonio
Sahebozzaman Islamic
Center of Atlanta
(Alpharetta, GA)
Shia Association of Bay Area,
Inc.
Shia Association of Bay Area,
Inc.
Shia Association of Bay Area,
Inc.
Shia Islamic Education
Center (St. Louis, MO)
Shia Islamic Education
Center (St. Louis, MO)
Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat of
Pennsylvania
Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat of
Pennsylvania

7/31/
2007
8/14/
2007
8/17/
2007
11/5/
2007

New telephone system

$7,500.00

Staircase repairs

$9,580.00

Construction of two
classrooms

$90,000.00

Parking lot asphalt

$65,000.00

12/11/2007

Sound system repair

$16,000.00

12/11/2007

Security camera system

$8,000.00

12/11/2007

Monthly donation to be
used for monthly expenses

$25,000.00

12/11/2007

Persian school expenses

$19,000.00

Termite extermination

$11,000.00

HVAC repair and renovation

$15,070.00

Building repairs

$33,000.00

Persian new year
celebration

$3,000.00

Construction

$210,000.00 loan
$210,000.00 grant

9/19/
2002

Center Construction

$241,000.00

11/13/2002

Purchase of property

$50,000.00

11/8/
2005
8/29/
2012
2/18/
1999
8/29/
2005
2/1/
2001

Property Loan (redesignated
as donation in 2011)

$1,000,000.00

Book Distribution program

$17,000.00

SIEC prayer room

$25,000.00

SIEC prayer room

$150,000.00

Mosque and school
construction

$150,000.00

12/23/2002

Additional Loan

$50,000.00

6/4/
2008
10/2/
2008
12/2/
2008
3/16/
2012
6/8/
2001
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Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of
New York (SIJNY)
The Islamic Message Group
The Islamic Message Group
Zainab Organization
Zainabia Nonprofit, INC

9/26/
2005
6/17/
2002
6/17/
2002
11/28/2000
11/7/
2001

Building new center

$50,000.00

Construction

$120,000.00

Construction

$120,000.00

Center Construction

$600,000.00

Construction Project

$210,000.00
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Appendix 2: Program of Islam and the Political Order Conference,
Catholic University
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Appendix 3: Sample Progress Reports from Academic Institutions
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